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	General Information



Teacher Name: Ianne Sherry, Epstein Hillel School 4th Grade 
Topic: Oral Histories - Immigration Stories 
Materials:
· Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center Digital Archives
· Oral Histories Note Taking Worksheets
· Student devices
· Student headphones
· Pencils
· Index cards (optional)
MA State Frameworks Addressed in this Lesson
2.T3.1 Investigate reasons why people migrate (move) to different places around the world, recognizing that some migration is voluntary, some forced (e.g., refugees, people driven from their homelands, enslaved people).
4.RI.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines, animations, or interactive elements on webpages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.  
USI.T6.4 Using primary source images, data, and documents, describe the causes of the immigration of Germans, the Irish, Italians, Eastern Europeans, Chinese, Koreans, and Japanese to America in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and the major roles of these immigrants in industrialization and the building of railroads.  
“The Big Picture” 
Enduring Understanding: 
· Oral histories are tools to help us learn about the past
Essential Questions: 
· How do historians learn about the past?
· How can oral histories help us to better understand the past?

Fit Within Learning Sequence 
This lesson can be used as a stand-alone lesson on oral histories, or as a part of a Social Studies unit on immigration.
Within a larger unit, it will begin with an introduction of how to use photographs using visual thinking strategies (VTS) to learn about those historical moments and then build on that by introducing videos and audio recordings. With VTS we ask the questions “What is going on here?”, and “What do you see that makes you say that?” A similar framework will be used with audio recordings. 



	Lesson 



Objectives
· Students will be able to identify how oral histories can be used as a tool to gather details to help us understand a specific person or time period
· Students will be able to understand the importance of storytelling in our study of history
Tiered Vocabulary & Language to Teach 	
Students may have learned these words in the past, but may benefit from reminders on their meaning.
· Immigration
· Emigration
· Push factor
· Pull factor
· Ancestor
· Assimilate

Anticipated Learning Needs & Misconceptions
· Some students may need assistance distinguishing key details from within the audio recordings. For these students offer repeated listens to audio recordings. If it is clear during independent work that several students need this, relisten to audio recordings together as a small group, pausing to discuss after each key point. Alternatively, students can be provided with transcripts of the audio recordings and they may read along and annotate as they listen. 
· Some students may find the use of technology appealing or distracting, and others may find it daunting. Before beginning to work on student devices, review expected behavior and technology use. 
Assessment 
· Formative assessment in this lesson will include:
· Student contributions to class discussions
· Student work on Oral Histories Note Taking Worksheet
· Student exit ticket (verbal or written)
· Criteria for Success
· Students identify key details from audio recordings
· Students locate specific information from audio recordings to answer questions 
· Students apply examples from audio recordings of specific people’s stories to draw conclusions about the broader immigrant experience in this time period 







	Instructional Sequence


Introduction - “I Do” (5 min)
· Today’s lesson we are going to use oral histories to help our learning. What is an oral history?
· The collection and study of historical information using sound recordings of interviews with people having personal knowledge of past events.
· Today we are going to listen to interviews of people talking about their family’s immigration story. 
· Discussion questions:
· What information do you think we will be able to learn from these oral histories?
· Why do you think it is important for us to listen to these oral histories?
· The first story we are going to hear is from Paul Sugarman. He is going to tell us about his immigrant grandparents. After we listen, we are going to discuss what you noticed.
· Play clip from “Jewish Family Life” “They never wanted to forget their Jewishness. In fact, the longer they lived, the more Jewish they became, if that was even possible with my grandparents. They were traditional Jews to the core.”
· Prompt students to listen closely for information on the family and play the clip again.
· What can we learn about Paul’s family’s life from this clip?
· Why do you think was it important to them to be Jewish?

Guided Practice - “We Do” (10 min)
· We are now going to hear a story from Arthur Goldstein. He is going to tell us when his family emigrated from Ukraine. Listen closely to hear who in his family immigrated and why they chose to immigrate to Boston.
· Play “"My grandmother had gold coins sewn into her clothes"
· Transcript: "And the family story was that my grandfather and my father’s older brother, 1925, came over, and my grandmother and my father and his brothers and sisters left, and my grandmother had gold coins sewn into her clothes, and they had the cow, and they went across the borders and went to Hamburg, and got a ship from Hamburg and came over to Boston, because there was already relatives over in here, and my grandfather had already bought a house here."
· Who in his family immigrated?
· His grandfather and his father’s older brother (in 1925)
· Later, his grandmother, his father, and his father’s brothers and sisters
· Why do you think they chose to immigrate?
· Pull factors - reasons they chose to immigrate to Boston
· There were already relatives “over here”
· His grandfather bought a house here
· Push factors - reasons they chose to emigrate from Ukraine 
· Economic factors
· Political persecution
· Effects of war
· We are going to listen to the same recording one more time. This time, pay close attention to what they brought with them.
· Play “"My grandmother had gold coins sewn into her clothes"
· What did the family bring with them?
· Gold coins sewn into clothes
· Cow
· Why do you think they chose to bring these items?
· Why do you think his grandmother sewed the gold coins into her clothing?
· What connections do you see between Arthur’s family story and what we have learned about the journey of immigrants? 

Small Group / Independent Work “You Do” (20 min)
· Now we are going to explore specific people’s family stories in depth. As you listen to their oral histories you will fill out the Oral Histories Note Taking Worksheet. After you listen to all of the clips we will come back together and discuss what you heard.
· Break students into small groups or have students work individually. Assign students Joel Sherman or Sara Lee Callahan’s oral history. Pass out physical copies of the worksheet and ensure students have devices, headphones, the appropriate links, and pencils.
· While students are working, circulate to formatively assess their work and ensure students are attending to the task. Provide warning 10 minutes before, 5 minutes before, and then again 1 minute before transitioning to closing.

Closing (10 min)
· Now we have listened to different people’s family stories. What is one thing you have learned about their life that stands out to you?
· Each student shares aloud, going around the room.
· What is one connection you made between these stories and what we have learned about immigration?		
· Each student shares aloud, going around the room.
· If needed, prompt students to make connections to previous learning about the journey of immigrants, life as a new immigrant, pressures of assimilation, the value of immigrant communities, etc. 
· Next is the lesson wrap-up discussion. Alternatively, the following questions can be answered on a written exit ticket on an index card. If doing it in writing, display the below questions on the board and have students answer in full sentences on their index card, and turn it in as the lesson ends. 
· At the beginning of today’s lesson we talked about what we predicted we would learn and why it is important. Now that we have heard these stories, let’s think about why it was important. I’m going to ask the same questions again.
· What information do you think we are able to learn from oral histories?
· Why do you think it is important for us to listen to these oral histories?
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