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Jewish Neighborhood Voices 
Immigration Stories: An Assignment Teaching Comparative Analysis Skills through Oral History Interviews	Comment by Rachel King: I'm struggling with this phraseology ... I thought this was getting at HOW the interviews were conducted, but I think what he really means is comparing individuals' stories as told in the oral histories. The title is a little misleading. Can we call them "oral histories" instead of "interviews," and can we come up with a different title/framing?
A lesson plan by Christian Kelley, High School History Teacher at Chelsea Opportunity Academy	Comment by Rachel King: Can we add a title for him? ie, "10th grade Social Studies teacher" (we need to establish his authority). Also: will you be acknowledging and introducing the authors of the lesson plans somewhere?
Overview: Students will compare and analyze interviews from first- or second-generation Jewish American narrators to understand the diverse experiences and challenges faced during their migration in the early 20th century, and the stories their descendants can share about these experiences.   
Materials Needed: 
• Access to Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center Digital Library and Archives
• Assignment guideline handouts 
• Access to research materials (library, online databases) 

Instructions: 
• Introduction to the Assignment (30 minutes): 
• Provide a worksheet introducing the historical context of Jewish immigration in the early 20th century, highlighting key reasons for migration and destinations. 
• Introduce the “Jewish Neighborhood Voices” collection of oral history interviews and provide a guide for students on how to access and navigate it. 
• Individual Research and Analysis: 
• Each student selects two interviews from the collection. Encourage choosing interviews with contrasting experiences (e.g., different countries of origin, reasons for migrating). 
• Students are tasked with reading and analyzing the interviews,  
focusing on: 
· The interviewees' backgrounds and their family’s immigration stories. 
· Challenges faced during their journey and upon arrival. 
· Hopes and realities of their lives. 
• Comparative Analysis Essay: 
• Students write a comparative analysis essay based on the interviews.  The essay should address: 
• A brief background of each interviewee. 
• A comparison of their migration experiences and the impact on the next generations, including motivations, challenges, and outcomes. 
• Reflections on how these stories contribute to our understanding of Jewish immigrant experiences in the early to mid-20th century. 
• Essays should be 3-5 pages long, with citations from the interviews and any additional sources consulted.
• Assessment: 
• Essays will be graded based on clarity of analysis, depth of insight into the interviews, and the ability to connect individual experiences with broader historical contexts. 
• Participation in the class discussion will also be considered in the final assessment, focusing on the students' engagement with the material and their peers' insights.
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